Travellers in India

of the view commonly held that under the
great Hindu Monarchy, no less than elsewhere,
the ryots of Southern India suffered almost
intolerable economic slavery at the hands of
their rulers.

The king, as has generally been the case in
India, seems always to have been open to
direct petition. In cases of robbery, the captain
of the province in which It had taken place was
held responsible for the amount of its value
until the thief was discovered.* Punishments
were homoeopathic; if a man stole, his hand
was cut off. Among the lower orders all crimes
were punished with death. Barbarous methods
of inflicting it were common, impaling alive
being the usual penalty of treason. Duelling
was permitted and encouraged, but permission
had first to be obtained from the minister. The
victor in a duel took the dead man's estate. For
the financial and military organisation of the
kingdom, the prevalence of suttee, funeral
ceremonies, a graphic account of the battle of
Raichur, and numerous other items of histori-
cal or social information, the reader may be
referred to the narrative itself.

Such is the information which the sixteenth
century visitors to Vijayanagar have left us on
the Hindu kingdom. Combined with those of
the preceding century, these travellers enable
us to gain at least a faint idea of the magnifi-

* See Seweir* A Forgotten Empire, p. 380,
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